Susquehanna Brittany Club Spring Field Trial
Rossville, Pa. March 5 and 6, 2011

 

 

The Susquehanna Brittany Club held their Spring Field Trial in Rossville Pa. at the well known grouds of the York Pointer and Setter Club.  People began arriving on Friday afternoon in cool weather with temps in the low 50's and some really welcome sunshine. The temps began falling off after dark but still very nice.   We held our first club meeting of the year Friday evening with about a dozen members present.

 

Saturday was a very pleasant day with sunshine, a light breeze and mud on the surface but not so deep that the horses had problem or the people. However, it was ever present almost everywhere we walked, drove or road.   We had wonderful tempetures that made it nice for dogs and still nice for people.  The dogs running Saturday were in the Open Puppy, Open All Age and Amateur Gun Dog.

 

The club grounds underwent some major land improvements in the last 18 months with effects of it seen this weekend. The fence that is in place along the top border (2300 feet of 4 foot high stock fence) of the grounds helped us keep a few dogs from venturing into the pasture land just beyond the clubs' upper most boundary.  In addition with cover down we were able to see the dogs performances even better then in the past.  Much as been done and there is more to fence in but every year the Pointer and Setter Club hopes to make some sort of major improvement. The Susquehanna Brittany Club donated $1000 towards the fencing project.

 

 Saturday morning 7:30 a.m. the Open Puppy Stake kicks off the trial.

 

The Open Puppy was one of our largest in several years with 11 puppies towing the line.   Jim Wilkerson's,  Release Me, ran the edges and finished with good speed and well to the front. Jim's sometime training partner, Paul Snyder had fun with his and Ginny's Hi Proof Moonshine.  A fun to watch puppy, made some very nice casts and displayed forward pattern.  Lisa Pollock and husband Paul made their way to Rossville to bring their Work Hard Play Hard puppy and took the third place ribbon home with them doing a really snappy, forward pattern while new comer Matt O'Donnell saw his puppy, Get a Bird-Life is Good , take the fourth place spot with a nice race as well.  

Following the Open Puppy the Open All Age started and a New Field Champion was crowned (pending AKC confirmation).  Spring Hill's Hemi Magnum,  was run by Sue Lehosky with a forward race and some really nice bird work.  Bird work was tough to come by this morning as the birds seemed to be winning for most of the stake. The early braces with many Field Champions in it saw birds that lured the dogs into evil thoughts.   For some reason the birds were just kicking butt on dogs that were well trained but just not able to resist temptation. Scenting was tough early on for many but our second place dog, Diamond Hill Whiskey Girl, owned by Paul and Lisa Pollock had no problem getting the birds pointed and toured the edges of the course.  Hit's Showtime ran to the front and found birds as well and won the third place spot.   Fourth place went to that winning dog Withheld. He had no race and no birds  as well as no handler or scout.

 

The Amateur Gun kicked off about 1 p.m. with Ron Harling Jr. and Matt Prater judging for us as Doc Harling was recovering from knee surgery and he'd over estimated a young mans ability to heal from that surgery in time to judge for us.  Chris Rider came and ran Stanley Thorp's Coke's Barton Hollow Bear to first place with some very classy bird work and a strong forward race. Les Casselberry came with Scirocco Del Prado and pleased the judges with some nice bird work and a race that followed the course for second place today.   Third place went to a German Wirehair, Moxie,  that impressed many, including the judges.  Very little handling and no scouting and several good finds.  Fourth place today went to Jim Wilkerson and Paul Snyder's Poison Ivy II.   She ran and handled and had some nice bird work.

 

With tough weather and lots of rain the derby handlers elected to scratch their dogs and not risk young dogs with wet birds and thus the Derby was canceled.

 

The Open Gun Dog ran on Sunday morning in the pouring rain.  We had over 25 entries to start with but with scratches we ended up running 18 very nice Open Gun Dogs.  Jim Heckert came to support our trial and found the winner of the stake in his trailer.  A very nice English Setter named Waterproof ran the course, found birds and looked very good doing it.  Second place went to the consistently placing Fly Boy of Bruce Conovers.  He also had several finds and a strong race in the heavy rain.  Third place went to Bourbon's Straight Up for handler/owner Dan Rein.  "Jack" had five good pieces of bird work and a nice race that covered a lot of country and handled very well.   Stoney Ridge Hallmark was handled to forth place again for handler Jim Heckert.  A nice young setter that handled the weather and birds well and ran hard for the half hour.

 

A trial runs well when lots of work is done in advance. Our Field Trial Secretary, Joan Warshefski works months in advance getting club permission and AKC and ABC approvals, gathers entries for weeks prior to the trial and then during the trial she collects paper work, checks and fills out all of the forms needed to record the trial with AKC and American Field.  Dan Rein the Field Trial Chairman and his working committee ask folks to judge, arrange for horses if needed for judges, orders birds and checks to see that the different committee's are all set ahead of the trial to fullfill the respective tasks. 

 

Barb Youngs and Marilyn Fenicle see to the kitchen with Marilyn in charge of Happy Hour and Barb and Marilyn working together to make sure all of the food is coordinated with the donations that club members promise ahead of the trial and or bring with them to the trial.  Both ladies spend the weekend giving up the chance to ride and watch dogs to make sure we are all warm when we come into the club house and that nobody goes away hungry.  Home made chili, and home made soups come in from club members and the club buys the buns, burgers and dogs to cook up to go with the wonderful home made foods.

 

Happy Hour has become what many call the heart and soul of the trial where many folks get together in a warm, dry place and enjoy the conversation and fellowship of old and new friends. The truth and sometimes variations of the truth as it concerns the dogs.   We see the winners announced by Dan Rein the Field Trial Secretary and this year a special presentation was made by Dan and the Susquehanna Brittany Club to Bob and Barb Youngs as their Home Acres AllSpice was just inducted into the Field Trial Hall of Fame.  Dan had spent time making up a beautiful framed plaque with a picture of Allspice and Barb and Bob and Ross Young all at the Bird Dog Museum in Grand Junction a few weeks prior at the induction ceremonies.

 

The Saturday evening happy hour was highlighted by the steamed shrimp and other appetizers served prior to the meal and then the home made corned beef that Dennis Green a club member makes and brings to the trial.  His wife Janet, not to be outdone, makes to home made cheese cakes for us as well. We had corned beef, turkey, pies, cupcakes, cake and so much it is hard to walk away hungry.  Our thanks to all the club members and folks at the trial that bring dishes in to share and make the food for the happy hour dinner.

 

As club President it is an easy task to have the club look good when we have such a small membership and yet almost all work hard in the club to make things a success, whether it is at our trial or club picnics or our Show with Cindy Miller heading that up.   I take just a minute here to thank all of you that are members and that do attend and work so the club can exist.

 

One final note.  At our club meeting we decided that from now on, we will raise some sort of money to donate to the Field Trial Hall of Fame.  We put out a donation jar for this trial with a total of 62 dogs run after all of the scratches caused by the weather.   We raised approximately $40 from the donation jar.  In the future we'll have raffles and maybe the donation jar again.  The Hall of Fame is a really important way we can save the history of all we do and the Hall of Fame is building a wing for the Brittany's.  We'll have our own place to show off the breed to all that field trial.  While there last month we saw that the ABC has leather bound books that contained every magazine that the ABC has had....since 1942.  What a way to see pictures and read about those names in history that you only hear about.  We are proud to be a contributor to the Hall of Fame and hope more clubs adopt some sort of donation program. 

 

Thank you to all that came, that worked, that helped and that supported us. We saw some faces we'd not seen in a number of years and saw folks that helped support the trial with neeed entries. To those that made donations whether a club member, a judge or trial entrant, we appreciate all that you give and the help that has come to the club on our new weekend in March.

 

RESULTS - SPRING 2011 FIELD TRIAL
 
OPEN PUPPY – 11 starters

Judges:  Ron Harling, Jr. & Matthew Prater

1st Hi Proof Bootleggers Release Me, Owner:  Rudolph Biottiglione, Handler:  Jim Wilkinson

2nd Brigadoon’s Hi Proof Moonshine, Owners:  Paul & Ginny Snyder, Handler:  Paul Snyder

3rd Diamond Hill Work Hard Play Harder, Owners:  Paul & Lisa Pollock, Handler: Lisa Pollock

4th Get a Bird Life is Good, Owner/Handler:  Matt O’Donnell

 

OPEN ALL AGE – 13 starters
Judges:  Paul Snyder & Chris Rider
1st – AFC Spring Hill’s Hemi Magnum, Owner/Handler:  Sue Lehosky
2nd – Diamond Hill Whisky Girl, Owners:  Paul & Lisa Pollock, Handler:  Lisa Pollock
3rd – Hits Showtime, Owners:  John & Joanne Perry, Handler:  John Perry
4th – Withheld
AMATEUR GUN DOG – 20 starters
Judges:  Ron Harling, Jr. & Matthew Prater
1st FC/AFC Coke’s Barton Hollow Bear, Owner:  Stanley Thorpe, Handler:  Chris Rider
2nd DC/AFC Scirocco Del Prado, Owners Leslie & Donna Casselberry & Sandy Sargent, Handler:  Les Casselberry
3rd CH. RLB’s Got Moxie at Drakkar MH, Owner/Handler:  Edwin Shupp
4th Poison Ivy III, Owners:  Jim Wilkinson & Paul Snyder, Handler:  Jim Wilkinson
 
OPEN GUN DOG – 18 starters
Judges:  Ed Kerr & Jeanne Rozowski
1st Waterproof (English Setter), Owner:  Helen Reynolds, Handler:  Jim Heckert
2nd FC/AFC Coveyrise Flyboy, Owner: Brian Grady, Handler: Bruce Conover
3rd CH. Bourbon’s Straight Up, Owner/Handler:  Dan Rein
4th Stoney Ridge Hallmark (English Setter), Owner: Lisa Miller, Handler: Jim Heckert
 
OPEN DERBY – canceled
