Susquehanna Brittany Club Fall 2009 Field Trial 
York Pointer and Setter Club

Rossville, Pa.

Bob Youngs
The Susquehanna Brittany Club held our fall field trial over the long time grounds of the York Pointer and Setter Club in Rossville, Pa.  The grounds just having completed the first stages of a major improvements program with some clear cut timbering to open up about 20 acres of woods on the grounds.  Although the clear cut presented some extra care needs, when handling and scouting, the grounds were in great shape and the new cutting made for some very nice performances by the dogs.  

We began our fall trial on Friday, October 2nd, 2009 with the Open Limited Gun Dog stake.  We saw lots of dogs run over the freshly timbered course and do well.  It was a hard stake to judge as there were several dogs with great bird work and ground races enhanced with the ability to see more across the wider open fields.  There was also some great work on the ground and not the bird work wanted and some great bird work but just not the ground work hoped for. We have to remember these are just dogs and not machines.  No matter how old a dog, some days they are just puppies in their own minds. This day Spring Hill Pancho Del Prado for owner Steve Lauterbach came and ran our pants off with sharp, crisp bird work.   Steve has brought “Pancho” back to a form that we are all eager to watch. Jim Wilkerson and Paul Snyder’s Poison Ivy was on her game also and did a fine job with lots of ground speed and some good bird work to earn the red in this well contested stake.  Chris Rider brought both his dogs ready to point birds with class and style but just a bit less ground work then needed to beat the other two dogs ahead in this stake.
The Open Puppy followed the Limited Gun Dog Friday afternoon. This meant there were birds out and the grounds in good shape to see some puppies run and cover and hunt the course. This stake provided one of THE FIRSTS for us at this trial.  A brand new club member, handling his just turned 8 month old pup came to run his dog for the first time at a field trial.  He was very worried about being new and afraid that without thirty years experience he might mess his dog up and his bracemate with something an older more experienced handler might avoid.  After lots of coaching and the lending of a horse from Barb Youngs, whistle and blank pistol from Bob, advice from trial chairman Dan Rein, Troy Hoverter got on the horse and road into the setting sun with his puppy handling and covering some nice chunks of ground. Handler’s first time to handle and pup’s first blue ribbon.  As we told him, “the hook is now set deep”.   
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The Open All Age was held up on Saturday morning with a fog delay of almost two hours but we got all run with a new Field Champion earning the blue ribbon here.  Jogger’s Reserve owned by Dan Rein and Bob Youngs handled birds and ran to the front in this new cut over groomed set of grounds to win.  It was a hard day on dogs as scenting was tough at times. The winner had four finds and a forward, strong race. It was a very nice win for all concerned with Toby. 
Following the finish of the Open All Age, the Amateur Gun picked up with keen competition and again, lots of good work. Weather and grounds changes as well as temps that climbed made bird work that was excellent hard to come by.  Many good dogs made derby mistakes and yet there were dogs that rose to the top that had great performances. Bruce Conover’s This Bud’s 4 You came through for the blue with a strong race and good bird work.  Steve Tubach handled a dog for Brian and Helen Wriggle called The King of Pop’s to the second spot with a forward ground race and several nice finds.  Chris Rider handled Barton Hollow Bear to third with more of that excellent style on birds and a forward race.  Dan Rein with his Jack, Bourbon Straight Up, had excellent ground work and three well spaced finds to bring in the white ribbon for his owner.
Following Saturday’s running we all enjoyed a great pot luck dinner prepared by Jo, Barb, Marilyn, Joan and Dennis that featured four different kinds of roast pork with all of the “fix’ns”. About 45 people stayed and ate and enjoyed the meal along with placements.  Judges were thanked and given brand new bridles or roading harnesses of their choice made by the Amish for us as judges’ gifts.

We began on Sunday morning without the fog of Saturday.  The temps were cool and breezy but not cold. A small fire in the wood stove at 5 a.m. had the club house warm and toasty as judges and club members and others ate breakfast inside. The day was great for running dogs with lots of sunshine and dew on the grass that lay heavy and wet. A light breeze prevailed all day. The derby stake was small but Brian Wriggle’s Wild Mtn Let Her Rip, did a fine job on the ground running strong and pointed a several birds with lots of style.  New club member Troy Hoverter ran his puppy Max for his second time handling at a trial. Max showed lots of good ground effort but just could not get birds pointed today.   First place was awarded to Brian’s Wild Mtn Let Her Rip with all other placements being withheld.

Dan Rein and others were out planting birds following the last brace of Derby and the Open Gun was off and running.  This large entry showed lots of great dog performances by. Les Casselberry came with DC/AFC Scirocco Del Prado needing a win to qualify for the National Gun Dog Championships next month and came away with the blue ribbon for his owners.  Les was quite excited as Club President Bob Youngs reminded folks that last year Brian Hendrickson came here with the same need, won here, the same stake Les won and then went to win the National Gun Dog Championship at Ionia.  Close behind Les was Bruce Conover again with Bud.  He’s in the money almost every week and doing a good job.  Bruce was back with Flyboy for third. This was a close stake and just one small piece of action can change so much in the placements as in any stake. Steve Lauterbach came to the fourth place seat in this stake with his FC Spring Hill Pancho Del Prado. Pancho has just recovered from almost a year off due to an accident and surgery. His speed and style are a part of every performance he puts down and today was no exception. 
A club is always lucky to have members that come to work and this weekend we had not only the regulars like Marilyn Fenicle, Barb Youngs, Dennis Green, Dan Rein, Lou Palazzolo and Wil Smeltz we also had new member Troy Hoverter helping on Friday and Sunday to plant birds with guidance from Bob Youngs and Dan Rein.  Our club is truly blessed to have this many workers that come to plant birds, give up their horses and time riding to work in the kitchen and cook and serve all those guests of the club that come to run dogs. Some club members spend two or three days just rounding up folks to be “on the line” so the judges don’t have to wait around for folks to get to the line.  We have a club that does much and will do more as long as we have good folks like we have working with us now.   In addition we are lucky as we see other clubs represented at our trial and all are willing to help and lend a hand. As memberships run low in some areas we find that folks are joining more then one club so they can work at both clubs functions!  This is something that many don’t see unless it is pointed out that not all of the folks are completely local.  We do appreciate every chore, every task done and every offer given.
Last but not least we can’t write about the trial and not thank the judges that come and ride and give their honest opinions.  We may or may not agree all of the time but that’s the great part of this sport. The different perspectives of those that we ask to watch our dogs keep us all up in our saddles.  Each person see’s each situation a little different.  Yet we see so much the same.  Experience is something that tempers much of what we see in placements and it’s great to see judges like we had this weekend all smiling at the end of each stake and knowing that two people came, watched and agreed on placements, agreed on how and why they looked at the dogs and even if we presented great or not so great they watched and judged on total performances and not some book that gives a few sentences of what to look for.  
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On a side note this weekend, for the writer and his wife, was one of sadness and joy at the same time.  In the Open All Age an old dog made her final field trial appearance (sadness).  Joan Warshefski’s SoSueMe was retired for her final time as she and another first time handler at this trial made his appearance. Mason Viehman, 9 year old grandson of Barb and Bob Youngs handled Sue in the final brace of the Open All Age as a bye dog (great joy).  She was handled well as Mason rode “Grammy’s” horse and took Sue around the course with a find at pickup.  Mason sang to his dog, blew his whistle and road to Sue at pickup to call point. He flushed birds with the help of Pappy and fired the gun.  Later he remarked that when you shoot the gun yourself it is much louder then when you sit in the gallery.  Judges Wil Smeltz and Howard Shultz were two fine gentlemen helping this young boy as he handled the dog.  We are looking forward to more of these first time handlers like we had this weekend as that will better the future of our sport.
Thank you to all that came, entered dogs or just came to watch.  Thank you to club members, judges our field trial secretary, Joan Warshefski, for all she does before and after the field trial, Dan Rein as Committee Chairman for all he does getting judges and setting up the workers so that all runs smooth and for keeping our “guests” feeling welcome, and the field trial committee members for all of their work to make this trial such a success.
OPEN LIMITED GUN DOG - 19 starters

Judges: Steve Boyer & Howard Shultz

1st 
FC Spring Hill Pancho Del Prado - Owners: Steve & Mary Lauterbach, Handler: Steve Lauterbach

2nd 
Poison Ivy - Owners Jim Wilkinson & Paul Snyder, Handler: Jim Wilkinson

3rd 
FC/AFC Cold Mountain - Owner/Handler: Chris Rider

4th 
FC/AFC Coke’s Barton Hollow Bear - Owner: Stanley E. Thorpe, Hanler: Chris Rider

OPEN PUPPY - 4 starters

Judges: Howard Shultz & Will Smeltz
1st 
Maximum Overdrive II - Owner/Handler: Troy Hoverter

2nd 
Poison Pen - Owner/Handler Jim Wilkinson

3rd 
Withheld

4th 
Withheld

OPEN ALL AGE - 13 starters

Judges: Howard Shultz & Will Smeltz
1st 
Jogger’s Reserve - Owners: Dan Rein & Bob Youngs, Handler: Bob Youngs

2nd 
Withheld

3rd 
Withheld

4th 
Withheld

AMATEUR GUN DOG - 17 starters

Judges: Edward Lehosky & Steve Lauterbach
1st 
AFC Coveyrise This Budz 4U - Owners: Bruce & Karen Conover, Handler: Bruce Conover

2nd 
FC King of Pop’s - Owner: Freeman Riggle, Handler: Steve Tubach

3rd 
FC/AFC Barton Hollow Bear - Owner: Stanley Thorpe, Handler: Chris Rider

4th 
CH. Bourbon’s Straight Up - Owner/Handler: Dan Rein

OPEN DERBY - 4 starters

Judges: Steve Lauterbach & Paul Snyder

1st 
Wild Mtn Let Her Rip - Owners: Brian & Helen Riggle, Handler: Brian Riggle

2nd 
Withheld

3rd 
Withheld

4th 
Withheld

OPEN GUN DOG - 25 starters

Judges: Jeanne Rozowski & Lou Palazzolo
1st 
DC/AFC Scirocco Del Prado - Owners: Leslie & Donna Casselberry and Sandy Sargent, Handler: Les Casselberry

2nd 
AFC Coveyrise This Budz 4U, Owners: Bruce & Karen Conover, Handler: Bruce Conover

3rd 
FC/AFC Coveyrise Fly Boy, Owners: Bruce & Karen Conover, Handler: Bruce Conover

4th 
FC Spring Hill Pancho Del Prado - Owners: Steve & Mary Lauterbach, Handler: Steve Lauterbach
