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GREATER ST LOUIS BRITTANY CLUB
DECEMBER 2007 NEWSLETTER

RECENT EVENTS
There is much to report here. First, at the end of September, the club put on a successful hunt test at the Whetstone Creek Conservation Area near Williamsburg Missouri.  Randy Meyer was the Field Trial Chairman and Phil Corlew was Event Secretary.  This was a Saturday-Sunday event and was for all breeds.  Several of our newer members were there with dogs entered.  The weather was a bit too warm, especially in the afternoon, but not so bad as to completely ruin scenting conditions. The birds did run, however.  Qualifiers from our club on Saturday included Dave Hansen’s Dawn’s Lizzi Tri-Out and Phil Corlew’s Kid’s Kid Lone River Molly at the Junior level.  The same two qualified on Sunday, and Roger Knox qualified two of his Junior prospects, Luke Du Ru and Pete De Farther Out Shadow.  Randy Meyer, Irene Flippen,  Jeff Struckhoff, and Mike Reed all had dogs entered as well-we were glad to see them. Phil Corlew was Event Secretary and Randy Meyer was Chairman; many thanks to Ken Grace, Larry Stewart, Barb and Greg Shepard, and a special thanks to Keo for coming over from Kansas City for a day to judge for us.  It is always a pleasure to see Keo and Tammy.  We got a few pictures to put up on the web site.
The largest event of the year was the Horseback field trial at Grovespring, which had 146 entries in 7 events over 5 days, one day less than expected-and perhaps needed.  This was an event of National significance, literally.  Four of the dogs in this trial ended up placing in the National All Age Championships at Booneville, including the Amateur winner and third place dog, and the Open winner and Runner-Up Champion. Of dogs posted at the Nationals there were four or five more. If you wanted to see the top dogs in the country our trial was the place to be.  The Gun Dog stake was, considering it came after the Nationals, surprisingly tough with dogs which were second and third in the Gun Dog Classic and the Third place dog from the National Open present.  One Brittany pro who waited until the cutoff date to get his entries in (and he had some great ones including a National Champion) had to be turned away because the trial was full. In fact, it was overfull. Unfortunately, we were notified less than ten days before the trial was to start 
that we could not start on Tuesday as planned, because of a preceding Pointer championship which had more dogs than expected, and because of a rare weather delay at an earlier pointer trial delayed its start. 
Trial Secretary Pam Baird, with the help of Prez Burton, had tons of work to do to resolve conflicts, revise brace sheets, and get AKC approval in time for the trial.
The trial couldn’t start until Thursday and would run all day Monday, but one full day was lost. Of course, all participants had to be notified; fortunately most were able to adjust their schedule. The most difficult and nerve wracking task was to avoid scheduling conflicts on Friday through Saturday and Sunday, when multiple stakes were running, to prevent owners and dogs from having to be in two or more places at one time.  Pam did a masterful job of this, while running dog wagon and scouting for Al when she could, keeping the judges fed, and keeping the paperwork up to date. What a great job!
There were folks from the East Coast, Minnesota, Mississippi and points in between, including four pros and a number of nationally well-known Amateurs, with several Hall of Famers.  The beautiful Ozark scenery at Grovespring and glorious weather made this a great place to be.  Pam cooked on Thursday night, Friday night and Sunday, and Prez Burton, a gourmet chef, cooked for the party on Saturday all at the Clubhouse. Breakfast and lunch was served by local Joan Covey.  Most of the judges and many of the participants either stayed in campers on site or in the barracks in the clubhouse, which made this very convenient and saved cost to the club.  Phil Corlew drove the dog wagon for most of the Open Limited All Age stake, and Tim Self and Dave Capstick were there to judge, drive the dog wagon, and otherwise help out. Ray Trimble was there to assist and got the Purina end taken care of, including picking up the dog food donated by Purina through the local feed store. Ray is ABC’s Purina Coordinator so we got personal service! We got help from some non-members too.  However, there would not have been a trial if it had not been for the exceptionally hard work of members Al Gorrow and Pam Baird.  Pam’s contributions have been mentioned; Al saw to it that birds were planted on every course every day; he did get weekend and Monday help from Dave Capstick and Tim Self, who are always there when they can be to help or to judge. Randy Meyer came down Saturday ready to assist if needed, and ran three dogs in the Amateur Walking Gun Dog stake Sunday.

As to winners, Pam Baird’s Ramblin’ Man placed 4th in the OLAA, handled by Al; this qualified Randy for the Nationals if he wasn’t already.  Tim Self won the Roy Quick award in the Amateur All Age with Dennis McClary’s KT’s Arctic Gladiator, which went 
on to be posted in the OAA at Nationals; Dave Capstick handled his Derby, The Ace Of Spade, to fourth place in the Open Derby, and Randy Meyer hit the jackpot by winning the top three places in the Open Walking Gun Dog with Shale Valley’s Myla Tek, first; AFC Shale Valley’s Mile-a-Minute MH, Second, and Shale Valley’s Finesse MH, third.   Other members’ dogs ran, but did not place. 
The full list of winners can be found on the AKC website.    
Although this trial may not be of great interest to some of those who run in Hunt Tests or Walking Trials only, and is some distance from St. Louis, it is a trial that gives our club National visibility in the Brittany world.  It is a Purina Points trial for the Limited All Age stake, and was a last chance to get dogs qualified for the All Age Nationals in 2007. This trial did make enough to do its share in meeting outside expenses, in addition to paying all expenses.
UPCOMING EVENTS

In February, we’re going to do it again, and more!  The Spring (?) Horseback Trial has date approval from ABC for Jan 31st –Feb 7th.  Last year, a pair of ice storms and a snow storm caused a last minute cancellation, so this year we are hoping for better luck.  This trial is also of National importance, as it has an Hour Open All Age stake which is a recognized Purina Award Points stake.  It is also a recognized stake for the Tri-tronics Gun Dog Award. It begins with a one hour Open Gun Dog stake, and will include an Amateur All Age, Open Puppy and Open Derby stake.  Last year, there were over 100 entries.  Stay tuned for details. We need a little extra help, during the week especially, driving the dog wagon and perhaps planting birds.  

 March 1st and 2nd, at Whetstone Creek Conservation Area, our Walking Trial is scheduled.  Randy Meyer will be the Chairman and Phil Corlew the Trial Secretary.  This will definitely be a two day event, with the Open Derby, Amateur Gun Dog, and Amateur Puppy on Saturday and the Open Puppy, Amateur Derby, and Open Gun Dog on Sunday.  It will take place while the Prairie State Championships are going on at Grovespring, but should be after the Shooting Dog, so we hope some of the horseback gun dog people will attend; it isn’t a bad drive up through Lake of the Ozarks and Jefferson City, with most of the way being 4-lane.  This trial takes marshals, bird planters, and judges-Randy is hoping he has a line on judges-but most of all, participants.  And observers are welcome too, if you are new to the trial scene and want to find out more. Details will be forthcoming.
At the end of March, another full weekend event is planned, on the 29th and 30th for the spring Hunt Test.  Details of this remain to be completed. 
. 

All members will be notified when we get final AKC and/or ABC approval and a Premium is available.  In fact, we’ll send you one. And you may get a call to help. 
FIELD TRIAL PLACEMENTS
Nearly all of these which were reported were listed above, except a 4th in Open Gun Dog at Neosho Valley for W-Haven Moose And Dixie’s Kim (Phil & Louise Corlew) Although not involving a member-owned dog, it should be mentioned that Hi Proof Whizki, handled by member pro Al Gorrow and scouted by Pam Baird was Runner Up Champion at the National All Age Championships-congratulations to Al and Pam, who have worked so hard to put on our Horseback trials.

PUPPIES!
We have no reports of puppies on the ground or expected, although Pam Baird usually has one or two litters in the early spring. 
MEETING
No meeting is planned until after the first of the year. The Annual Meeting will take place in January, probably early in the month, date to be announced. 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The Nomimating Committee has nominated the following for 2008 officers:  Burton Wice, President, Randy Meyer, Vice President, Phil Corlew, Secretary, and Dave Capstick, Representative to the Board.  No volunteer was found  to take the Treasurer’s job and so the Committee could not nominate anyone.  If someone would like to volunteer, please contact Burton Wice or Phil Corlew.  According to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Club, 

Additional nominations can be made in writing before December 15th by written petition to the Secretary signed by 5 members and endorsed by the additions nominee(s), per the Constitution. Nominations cannot be made at the annual meeting.

The Nominating Committee consisted of Phil Corlew, Chairman, Tim Self, and Ken Grace.
ODDS AND ENDS
The website is being updated with some new pictures taken at the Horseback trial.  Some pictures from the Hunt Test were already added.  It will take a week or two.
The Plaque for the Ruby Trimble award, which goes to the winner of the Open All Age stake in the spring, has been received.  This will be taken to Grovespring at our next field trial and hung on the wall.  Winners are listed from 1985, which is when the award was established. The original was never found, although some of us suspect what happened to it.
The wall plaque for the Bird Dog Foundation is ordered and will be presented in the Hall of Fame induction ceremony at the Bird Dog Foundation in February, in Grand Junction, TN.  Pictures will be put on the website when we have them.  Our research indicates that 
the club owes a great deal to Ruby, who was its Secretary for nearly 20 years and rode in nearly every field trial until health no longer permitted, in the early 1980’s.  She was also National Futurity Coordinator for ABC for 3 years. A short sketch of this remarkable woman, whose high good spirits and friendliness made her loved by everyone, has been written and will be engraved on the plaque. She is an important part of the heritage of this club.  The Missouri club is giving a similar honor to Jim Hoyer, who died last year.  The contributions are earmarked for the planned new Brittany Wing at the Bird Dog Museum. 

The silver cup for the Roy Quick award, which was highly tarnished, has been polished and shined for its “new” winner, Tim Self.  The cup will be kept at the clubhouse at Grovespring so long as the horseback trial continues at this great venue. This award dates to 1976.  Tim Self has won it 6 times!  Roy Quick was a co-founder of the club, with Ray Trimble.
WEB SITE
This newsletter will go to the Website.  In addition, about 75 pictures were taken at the Horseback trial.  These will be pruned and the best will be put on the Website to replace some of the older pictures.  We hope that photos of the Roy Quick cup, the Ruby Trimble 

Award plaque and the Hall of Fame plaque for Ruby Trimble can be photographed and put up on the Website in the next couple months.  Complete results of the Fall Horseback Trial will be added as well, and we hope to post results of all events as a link to the Website.
DON RASCHER PASSES

Just before the newsletter was sent out, the Secretary was advised that Donald Rascher, of  St. Louis, a member of this club, passed away in October.  We extend our sympathy to Don’s widow, Mary.  That is two members lost this year.  
Respectfully Submitted,
Phil Corlew, Secretary   
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